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Dear Governor Davis:

You have been very sensitive to the budget problems facing California’s cities and counties.  Thank you.  However, one of your agencies, the
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board, has approved stormwater regulations that will create budgetary chaos for local governments,
while delivering minimal if any environmental benefits.

In considering its new stormwater regulations, the Board failed to conduct the state-required cost-benefit analysis.  This was a devastating
oversight, as illustrated by studies undertaken by some of the impacted stakeholders.

A study commissioned by the California Department of Transportation estimated that these stormwater regulations will cost $54 billion and could
trigger property tax increases of up to seventy percent (70%) for Southern California homeowners – equivalent to a family budget busting tax of
$1,295.00 a year. 

The staggering costs imposed by the Board’s ineffective stormwater regulations will force cities, already suffering from thinly stretched budgets,
to pay for compliance by raising taxes or by cutting essential public services such as law enforcement and fire protection.  Is it sound public
policy to sacrifice the jobs of police officers and firefighters in support of a policy which even the Board’s own staff concedes will not achieve
any noticeable improvement in water quality for at least 20 years, if then?

The private sector will suffer as well.  These draconian regulations will create delays and obstacles for construction of new residential,
commercial and industrial projects, resulting in the loss of thousands of construction jobs throughout Southern California.  And hundreds of small
businesses will be forced to downsize or close their doors altogether under the burden of the severe new restrictions associated with these rules.

Finally, local governments and businesses will be faced with the prospect of numerous lawsuits for even minor or unintentional violations. The
system simply cannot support the added drain on financial and human resources threatened by the litigation enabled by the Board’s regulations.

Let us make one thing perfectly clear:  We support the goal of improved water quality and are firmly committed to making that goal a reality.  But
we have a responsibility to our citizens to make sure that they get their money’s worth from our efforts.  Unfortunately, the Regional Board’s
approach will not only fail to deliver meaningful environmental benefits, it will force the diversion of billions of dollars from more reasonable
programs that might actually help.  This is an unacceptable burden to all levels of government already in budget crisis.

We need your help now to prevent what could be the largest single blow to the Southland’s economy in recent history! 

We urge you to support our cities and Los Angles County in their effort to amend the L.A. Regional Board’s costly, environmentally ineffective
stormwater rules.  We urge you to make your view known to the State Water Resources Board that you are extremely concerned about the financial
burden these regulations will force on our local cities, businesses and homeowners and direct the State Water Resources Board to do a complete
economic-impact study of these regulations prior to their adoption and implementation.

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely,

An Urgent Appeal to Governor Gray Davis
RE: Modification of Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board Stormwater Regulations
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